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Implementing a Culture of Peace: Marching Along  the Long 
Road Towards Peace in the Middle East 

 
 
The S. Daniel Abraham Center for Strategic Dialogue at Netanya Academic College in partnership 
with Interexpo is holding an international peace conference from May 27 through May 31, 2007 on the 
enchanting Caribbean island of Curacao. At this conference, entitled "Implementing a Culture of 
Peace: Marching along the Long Road Towards Peace in the Middle East", a select group of former 
and current world leaders, members of parliament, security experts, and leading academics in the fields 
of diplomacy, economics, politics, sociology, and anthropology will be assembled to propose concrete 
and applicable solutions to the Middle East conflict. 
 
In addition to serving the needs of advancing Middle East peace, this conference acts as a meeting 
place for businessmen interested in investing in the wealth of opportunities available on the island of 
Curacao and the surrounding region.   
 
At this conference, participants will examine a variety of proposals and approaches for stabilizing the 
Middle East conflict, and design concrete plans for their implementation. Lecture panels at this 
conference will explore methods for stabilizing the Middle East from diplomatic, economic (including 
water and energy), security, and social perspectives. These panels will comprehensively deal with the 
Middle East conflict in all of its facets, and propose practical realistic solutions to the Middle East 
conflict, which will be presented to heads of states and decision-makers. 
 
The conference schedule will proceed as follows: 
 

• May 27: Arrival and opening gala dinner. 
• May 28, 29, and 30: Lecture panels dealing comprehensively with many facets of the Middle 

East conflict, including the proposal of solutions to the conflict. 
• May 31: A magical tour of the island's hidden treasures on May 31, given by conference 

sponsor Interexpo, Ltd. 
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Conference Program 
The program for the three days of panels, which will comprehensively deal with a number of aspects of 
the Middle East conflict, is as follows: 
 
Day 1 

• The cultural components of peace. 
• The history of peace negotiations in the Middle East. 
• The role of leaders in the peace process (Sadat, Begin, Rabin, Peres, King Hussein). 
• The role of third parties in peace negotiations (UN, USA, Europe, USSR). 

 
Day 2 

• The Beginning – Sadat's initiative and peace between Israel and Egypt: how can the 
relationship with Egypt be further developed? 

• Jordan and Israel – a tacit alliance becomes a peace treaty: how can bilateral relations be 
strengthened? 

• Israel and the Palestinians – Why Oslo failed: how do we return to the negotiating table? 
• Israel and Syria  – the missed opportunity: what does the future hold?  

 
Day 3  

• Bridge over troubled water – Water as Geo-Strategic Component in Future Agreements. 
• The impact of the second Lebanon war on the strategic balance in the Middle East. 
• The War on Terror. 
• Nuclear Iran and its influence on the nuclear proliferation in the region. 
• Economic cooperation: the promise for peace. 

 

Conference Participants 
The conference will bring together a wide range of former and current world leaders, cabinet members 
and members of parliament, security personnel, and leading academics and experts from the relevant 
fields. The dialogue created by this range of individuals is sure to bring forth novel solutions for 
stabilizing the Middle East conflict. 
 
The current list of participants includes: 
 

• HE Mr. Michael Gorbachev, former President of the Soviet Union. * 
• HE Mr. Abdurrahman Wahid, former President of Indonesia. 
• HRH Prince Hassan bin Talal, the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan.   
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• HE Mr. Ehud Barak, former Prime Minister, Israel. 
• HE Dr. Abdel Salam Majali, former Prime Minister, Jordan. 
• HE Minister Miguel Morotinos, Foreign Minister, Spain. 
• HE Dr. Ahmed Qura'a, former Prime Minister, Palestinian Authority. 
• Mr. James Baker, former Secretary of State, USA. * 
• Mr. Dan Meridor, former Justice and Finance Minister, Israel, Chairman of the S. Daniel 

Abraham Center for Strategic Dialogue, Netanya Academic College. 
• Mr. Shlomo Ben Ami, former Foreign Minister, Israel. * 
• Prof. Itamar Rabinovitch, President of Tel Aviv University, former Israeli Ambassador to the 

United States. * 
• Dr. Ziad Abu Zayyad, former Minister for Jerusalem Affairs, Palestinian Authority. 
• Ambassador Dr. Ed Perkins, former U.S. Ambassador to the UN.  
• Ambassador Dan Kurtzer, former U.S. Ambassador to Israel and Egypt. * 
• Ambassador Edward P. Djerejian, former US Ambassador to Syria and Israel. * 
• Dr. Tarek, Haggy, leading political and social analyst. 
• Brig.-Gen. (ret.) Baruch Spiegel, Senior Advisor to the Defense Minister, Israel. 
• Mr. Shaul Arlosoroff, Director, Mekorot National Water Cooperation, Israel. 
• Dr. Sofian Abu Zaida, former Minister, Palestinian Authority. 
• General (ret.) Mansour Abu Rashid, Chairman of the Amman Center for Peace & 

Development. 
• Ambassador Adel el-Adawi, President of Cairo Peace Association, former Egyptian 

Ambassador. 
• Dr. Munther Haddadin, Former Minister of Water, Jordan. 
• Prof. Ephraim Yaar, Tami Steinmetz Center for Peace Research, Tel Aviv University. 
• Dr. Taysir Amro, senior advisor to Dr. Ahmed Qura'a, expert on Palestinian refugee issue. 
• Dr. David Altman, Vice President of Development, Netanya Academic College. 
• Prof. Joseph Ginat, Director of the S. Daniel Abraham Center for Strategic Dialogue, Vice 

President of International Relations and Research, Netanya Academic College. 
• Dr. Reuven Pedatzur, Academic Director of the S. Daniel Abraham Center for Strategic 

Dialogue, Netanya Academic College. 
• Prof. Moshe Maoz, Assistant Director of the S. Daniel Abraham Center for Strategic Dialogue, 

Netanya Academic College. 
• Ms. Aviva Palter, Head of International Relations and Conference Director, S. Daniel Abraham 

Center for Strategic Dialogue, Netanya Academic College. 
• Prof. Ben Zion Zilberfarb, Department of Economics, Netanya Academic College. 
• Prof. Yoram Meital, Department of Middle East Studies at Ben Gurion University. 
• Prof. Raphael Israeli, Department of Islamic History, Hebrew University of Jerusalem. 
• Prof. Nathan Yanai, Departments of Israel Studies, Haifa University. 
• Dr. Alfred Abed Rabbo, Department of Chemistry, Bethlehem University.  
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• Ambassador Dr. Edwin Corr, Co-Director of the International Programs Center, University of 
Oklahoma. 

• Dr. Enrico Molinaro, Chairman Mediterranean Perspectives Cultural Association, The Center 
for the Research and Studies on the Human Rights (CERSDU), Luiss University, Rome.   

 
* indicates that the participant has not yet confirmed participation. 

The Island of Curacao 
Curacao is an island in the southern part of the Caribbean Sea off the coast of Venezuela. The isle is 
the largest and most populous of the three so-called ABC islands (Aruba, Bonaire, and Curacao) of the 
Lesser Antilles and belongs to the Netherlands Antilles, a self-governing part of the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands. Curacao's capital is Willemstad.  
 
Curacao is renowned for its exquisite beaches, semi-arid savanna-like climate, quaint touches of Dutch 
culture, and rich coral reefs, making it an excellent spot for scuba diving. 
 
This enchanting Caribbean island presents a unique opportunity to hold a conference in a distant 
location that has no direct connection with the Middle East conflict, enabling figures representing 
various sides of the conflict to conduct fruitful dialogue in a placated environment. Curacao is a 
country that has never officially taken a stand on any Middle East issue. The neutrality of the country 
presents a perfect backdrop for such an undertaking. 

Hotel & Conference Facilities 
The conference will be held at the luxury, five-star Curacao Marriott Beach Resort, a unique vacation 
spot that captures the best of Curacao's old-Amsterdam charm and sun-drenched warmth. The resort is 
located on Piscadera Bay, just 15 minutes from Hate international airport. With 6 oceanfront acres, this 
luxury Caribbean beach resort offers exquisite views, lush tropical gardens, and a fully equipped water 
sports and diving center. 
 
The conference will be held in the adjacent business and conference center, which offers over 27,000 
square ft of space for business and social events, fully equipped with all technological requirements for 
a major international conference. The Center includes both a large conference hall for major sessions, 
and smaller conference halls.  
 
 
Conference Director: Ms. Aviva Palter 
 
Academic Director: Dr. Reuven Pedatzur  
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Contact Us 
For further information on the conference please contact the following offices: 
 
Peter Oerlemans, Director 
InterExpo Caribbean N.V. 
Phone: +5999-738-1825 or  +5999-868-0196  
Fax: +5999-868-0197 
Email: peter@interexpo.biz 
Website: www.interexpo.biz 
 

Aviva Palter, Conference Director 
S. Daniel Abraham Center for Strategic Dialogue 
Netanya Academic College 
Tel: +972-9-860-7400       
Fax: +972-9-860-7401        
email: info@strategicdialoguecenter.org 
Web site: www.strategicdialoguecenter.org 
 

 


